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Annual Report 2020 ï Review of the Year 

                        

2020 was a year primarily for reflection and regrouping (or one in which, less charitable people 

may argue, nothing much happened). The Covid-19 pandemic and the inevitable restrictions 

meant that very little work could actually be done. 

 

The national lockdowns and tiered restrictions throughout the year meant that the Common 

Advisory Group was unable to meet. Venues for meetings were ñoff limitsò. At various times the 

village hall had to close and meetings in private homes were felt to be inappropriate. Some 

members of the advisory group fell into at-risk age groups or were otherwise vulnerable and some 

lived with other vulnerable people. When meetings were arranged they had to be cancelled. 

Holding meetings was just not possible. 

 

The one major event that could take place was the firework display held to welcome 2020 on 1st 

January. This did, actually, prove to be the highlight of an otherwise disappointing year, a year that 

started off with a bang and when downhill ever since. Ah well! We are very grateful to Nick 

Shearme and his colleagues on the firework committee for giving us something to remember.   

 

There were several changes in the membership of the Advisory Group. Roy Jones resigned as 

Chairman but continues as a member. Roy Swindell resigned his membership. At the request of 

Westleton Parish Council Nick Shearme replaced Roy Jones as Chairman. The Parish Council 

also appointed 3 additional parish councillors to the group; Amanda Freeman, Chris Freeman and 

Andrew Turner. Nick Shearme has written to both Roy Jones and Roy Swindell to thank them for 

their contributions. 

There are now 9 members of the group, 5 parish councillors and 4 representing the wider 

community. Westleton PC and, indeed, the Advisory Group would like to maintain a balance of 

parish councillors and lay members and we will seek to advise the parish council on an additional 

lay member. 

 

The planned maintenance of the common is largely on schedule. Working parties were able to 

meet on 5 Saturday mornings and more details of the work done follow later in this report. Covid-

19 restrictions and a reorganisation of the community payback structure meant that the 

Community Payback teams were not available this year. So, although the work is reasonably well 

up-to-date, we are concerned that there will be difficulties in keeping to schedule next year. We 

will have to make more use of contractors than has been the case in the past. Fortunately, the 

DEFRA grant should cover these costs, but more voluntary help from the community would be 

welcome. 

 

Only two of the planned nature walks were possible this year. The other walks had to be cancelled 
because of the Covid-19 restrictions. 
 

Roy Jones and John Bebbington were concerned about possible lack of interest in the common 

among some members of the local community. To try and raise local interest they arranged a 

photographic display of images in the foyer of Westleton Village Hall. This will form a background 

to events in the foyer.  

 



   
Photograph by Annie Groves                                                          Photograph by Annie Groves 

 

The images in this display can be changed occasionally. The display will remain in place at the 

discretion of the hall manager, who will interchange it with other uses of that wall-space. Roy and 

John also assembled a video display of images of the common; this can run as a continuous loop 

on the TV in the foyer as a background to activities. 

 

Annie Groves, the Village Hall Manager, used these two images to publicise the display on the 

hallôs Facebook page; 

 

       
                                                                    Photograph by Annie Groves       Photograph by Annie Groves 

 

We hope that these displays help raise awareness and interest in the common and encourage 

more people to get involved in its management. 

Annie reported that the feedback from hall visitors  from near and far, has been very positive and 

that the display has helped raise awareness of the diversity on and location of the common.   

 

Towards the end of the year some members of Westleton PC raised the issue of emergency 

access to the common. There are concerns that, in the event of fire or other emergency, access 

for emergency vehicles is inadequate. The suggestion is to widen and upgrade the path leading 

from the Bakers Lane car park onto the common. Nick Shearme and John Bebbington met with 

representatives of Suffolk Fire and Rescue from the Leiston Fire Station. It is clear that they would 

find additional access from the Bakers Lane car-park helpful and desirable. However, if that is not 

practical, or not acceptable, then the access route via the track leading up from Reckford Road 

near the lay-by will be adequate provided it is maintained. So, whilst providing emergency access 

from the Bakers Lane car park could be well worthwhile, it would not be essential. 

 

This issue has been raised in the past and has caused considerable local concern. The Common 

Advisory Group believes that it is important to involve the local community and take full account of 

any concerns raised. In our view no decisions should be made, and no action should be taken, 

until full public consultation has been held. We feel that all people must be able to take part in the 

consultation so they can hear the arguments for and against the suggestion and contribute to the 



debate. So, it is difficult to see how this can take place until the Covid-19 restrictions are eased 

and everyone, including those considered vulnerable, can take part. 

 

Various surveys of the common were conducted during the year. Inevitably the Covid-19 

restrictions meant that much of this activity was curtailed. We are very grateful to the people who 

did this work, in spite of the considerable difficulties, and their reports are included in this annual 

report. So, thank you David Rous, Neil Mahler, Clive Ireland and his colleagues in the Westleton 

Moth Group and Richard Drew. 

 

We are very grateful to everyone who helped with the management of the Common during the 

year.  

We thank all the people who helped with the working parties and are grateful to Pam and Alan 

Hargreaves for providing the much-needed refreshments. 

 

We are grateful to the people who took the photographs that enliven this report and their 

permission to use them; David Rous, Neil Mahler, Clive Ireland, Juliet Bullimore Annie Groves, 

Barry Osborn, Jane Farrell (fireworks) and John Bebbington (working parties).  

Juliet Bullimore helped with much of the organisation and publicity and made some valuable 

contributions to this report. 

Sheila Francis helped with the identification of many of the fungi in the photographs (those not 

taken by  Neil Mahler). 

Annie Groves was very supportive and helpful in setting up and publicizing the photographic 

exhibition and video presentation in the village hall. 

 

Our thanks to them all. 

 

Westleton Common Advisory Group 

January 2021 

 

  



                    Westleton Common Advisory Group 2020 

(up to July 2020) 

Roy Jones                             Chairman                                         Westleton Parish Council 

           email:   rjones@kennet105.plus.com 

John Bebbington                Secretary 

            email:  johnannbebbington@outlook.com      

Arlette Smith 

Roy Swindell 

David Rous                     Work Party Leader       

             mail:     David126754@outlook.com 

Julian Alexander                                                                            Westleton Parish Council 

Nick Shearme             Bonfire Group Chair                                  Westleton Parish Council 

Westleton Common Advisory Group 2020 

(from July 2020) 

Nick Shearme    Chairman and Bonfire Group Chair                Westleton Parish Council 

           email:   nick@gardenend.co.uk  

 

John Bebbington                Secretary 

            email:  johnannbebbington@outlook.com  

 

 

David Rous                     Work Party Leader       

             email:   David126754@outlook.com 

 

Julian Alexander                                                                       Westleton Parish Council                                                           

 

Roy Jones  

 

Arlette Smith 

                                                                                                                                             

Amanda Freeman                                                                       Westleton Parish Council 

 

Chris Freeman                                                                            Westleton Parish Council 

 

Andrew Turner                                                                           Westleton Parish Council 
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Westleton Common; Compartment Plan 
 

 

  



WESTLETON COMMON PROGRAMME 20 20 
(As published in November 2019. Several events were cancelled because of Covid-19 restrictions) 

 

WORKING PARTIES 
 

10am - 12.30pm 
Meet at the Container opposite the Common Noticeboard  

on the right at the top of Mill St 

 

Saturday January 18th  

Saturday February 15th  

Saturday March 21st  

Summer bracken cutting - dates tba 
(cancelled because of Covid-19 restrictions)  

Saturday September 19th  

Saturday October 17th  

Saturday November 21st 
(cancelled because of Covid-19 restrictions)  

 

Refreshments provided, bring your own gloves.  

~  

 

 

NATURE WALKS 

 
We are again having a series of informal walks/strolls covering each season 

 on the Common.  We hope to have expert naturalists accompanying us on each occasion. 

 

10.30am to 12 noon (approx)  

Starting at the Container opposite the Common Noticeboard  

on the right at the top of Mill St 

 

Saturday February 22nd  

Saturday April 4 th 
 (cancelled because of Covid-19 restrictions) 

Saturday May 16th 

(cancelled because of Covid-19 restrictions) 

Saturday June 27th  
(cancelled because of Covid-19 restrictions) 

Saturday September 5th  

Saturday November 7th 
(cancelled because of Covid-19 restrictions)  

 
~ 

  



New Year's Day Bonfire and Fireworks 
(Extracted from Minutes of WPC meeting on 27 Jan 2020) 

 

Minute 20/16 Bonfire & Fireworks - 1st January 2020 
 
The event had once again proved extremely successful and congratulations were recorded to Cllr Shearme 
and supporting team involved in the organisation.  
 
Income received via donations, raffle draw etc. were broken down on a sheet circulated with the papers for 
the meeting. 
(see below)  
There was expenditure covering initial outlay for the purchase of provisions [sale of food/drinks] which totalled 
Ã124.47 as recorded in minute 20/7 above.  (see below)  
 
Appreciation was also recorded to the White Horse Inn for effectively stepping in and providing an alternative 
venue/meeting point with the Village Hall being out of commission. 
 
Extracted from Westleton Parish Council Income and Expenditure Summary Sheets Financial year April 2019 
to March 2020 
Income; 
Bonfire takings ï cash           Ã1192.69 
Bonfire donations ï cash       Ã10.00 
Bonfire donations ï cheque   Ã20.00 
Total income                           Ã1222.69 
Payments; 
Dynamic Fireworks                Ã1162.67 
J French                                Ã24.00 
Westleton Village Stores       Ã100.47 
Total payments                      Ã1287.14 
 

   

tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ōȅ WŀƴŜ CŀǊǊŜƭƭ 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Working Parties 
David Rous led all the working parties.  
 
Working Party Saturday 18/01/2020 

Area worked ï sector 15 below Ralphôs Mill. 

Work done - cleared birch and gorse. 

Number of workers - 9 including David Rous, team leader. 

Pam and Alan Hargreaves provided refreshments. 

 

   
                       Before                                                   Before                                                   Before 

 

 

   
                  ñTeaò Break                                             After                                                       After 

     

    
                       After                                                  After                                                         After  

 

Working Party Saturday 15/02/2020  

There was a danger that this working party would have to be cancelled because of Storm Dennis. 

Fortunately, Dennis was delayed and didnôt get here till later in the afternoon. So, quite a lot was 

achieved. 

Area worked ï sector 8 adjacent to old football pitch to right of main path. 

Work done - clear gorse and birch. Gorse cut to leave short stumps. 

Number of workers = 8 including David Rous, team leader. 

Pam and Alan Hargreaves provided refreshments. 

 



    
                       Before                                               Before                                                      Before 

        

       

                                                      
                    Before                                                                                                                After 

                                          
                      After                                                        After                                                           After  

 

 

Working Party Saturday 21/03/2020 

Area Worked ï Paths and Reckford Road layby. 

Work Done ï litter collected, path edges cleared where overgrown.  

Number of workers = 9 including David Rous, team leader. 

No refreshments available. 

Only about 1 hourôs work done.  

      
Getting ready 



   
                                                                   Off to work                                      Making a start 

Working Party Saturday 19/09/2020 

Area worked ï Sector 14 to left of track (heading south) 

Work done ï clearing gorse and birch. 

Number of workers 8 including David Rous team leader. Contact details of team members were 

noted in case there was a need to ñtrack and traceò. 

This was the first working party since the start of the restrictions due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Because of the need to maintain social distancing there was no half-time refreshment break. 

Nick Shearme (chairman) and Julian Alexander (member) from the Westleton Common Advisory 

group toured the Common with David Rous to identify and prioritize work that needed to be done. 

No work has been done of the Common since January 2020 because of the Covid-19 restrictions 

and it was necessary to review the work programme.  

 

      
                                Before                                                 Before                                                Before 

 

     
                         Good Progress                                    Cut material                                    Cut material 

 

     
                                     After                                              After                                                After 

  

 

 



 

Working Party Saturday 17/10/2020 

Area worked ï Sector 14 to right of track (heading south) 

Work done ï clearing gorse, birch etc. 

Number of workers 12 including David Rous team leader. Contact details of team members were 

noted in case there was a need to ñtrack and traceò. 

Because of the need to maintain social distancing there was no Half-time refreshment break. 

 

     
                                  Before                                             Before                                             Before 

     
                            Near the end                                         Near the end                                  After 
 

     
                                      After                                           After                                                  After 
 

     
                       Cut material                                           Cut material                                      Cut material 

 
Because of Covid-19 restrictions the Community Pay-Back teams were unable to help with the 
management programme this year. However, thanks to the volunteers we have been able to keep 
reasonably up to date with the management plan. 
 
  



 

Nature Walks and Other Observations 
Nature walks, led by David Rous. 
Only 2 of the planned walks were possible this year, those planned for Saturday February 22nd 
and Saturday September 5th. The other walks had to be cancelled because of the Covid-19 
restrictions. 
 
Nature Walk Saturday February 22nd 

 
                                     Polytrichum moss flowering in February - photo from Feb 22nd Nature Walk by Juliet Bullimore  

Nature Walk Saturday September 5th 

  
                                              Massive Weld plant (Reseda luteola) in the foreground. Photo by Juliet Bullimore 

 
Sloe Shield bugs (Dolycoris baccarat) on Common Mullein (Verbascum), Juliet Bullimore 

 



 
Wasp spider (Argiope bruennichi) 5 September 2020, Juliet Bullimore 

 

 

Other observations  

 
Gorse on the Common April 1st, Juliet Bullimore 

 

 

 

 
Foxgloves on May 29th, Juliet Bullimore 



 
Holly Berries, Juliet Bullimore 

 

Fungi.  
Report by Neil Mahler. 

Suffolk County Recorder for Fungi 

Suffolk Biodiversity Information Service 

See appendix for detailed lists of fungi seen. 

 

The following photographs were taken by Neil Mahler. 

 

 
Coltricia perennis - growing on bank near compartment 7.  It was a very old specimen so I have used this photo of the 

same species found not too far away at Mumberry Hills 

 



 
Hapalopilus  nidulans growing behind the houses of Mill Street (compartment 5) South Common 

 

 
Velvet Shank on Gorse with a single Mycena galopus (milking bonnet) below it. 

 

 

 



And these were taken by Juliet Bullimore 

 

 
Fly Agaric (Amanita muscaria) 

 

 
Oyster mushroom (Pleurotus ostreatus) 

 

 



 
Ear Fungus (Auricularia auricula-judae) on Elder 

 

 
Gorse branch with both the pale pink Tripe fungus (Auricularia mesenterica) and 

the darker coloured jelly fungus, a species of Exidia 

 



And these by Barry Osborn 

   
                          Yellow Stagshorn or Calocera viscosa                       Ear Fungus (Auricularia auricula-judae) 

 

   
                                  Yellow Brain                                                    Birch Polypore  

                                or Tremella mesenterica                                 or Piptoporus betulinus 

                                                                (Razor strop fungus) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

Insects 

 
Garden Tiger moth caterpillar (very shy and curled up!), Juliet Bullimore 

 



 
Silver Studded Blue butterflies 26 June 2020, Juliet Bullimore 

 

 
Small Copper butterfly June 27 2020, Juliet Bullimore 

 

 

  


