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Annual Report 2027 Review of the Year

The Covid 19 pandemic still exerted some influe
Day bonfire and fireworks had to be cancelled yet again. Overall Covid was far less of a problem

than it had been in the previous two years. Most working parties and nature walks were able to

take place and the few that had to be cancelled were for other reasons.

Early in the year contractors cleared a lot of the gorse and other vegetation from the Noddle
(compartment 6) and in a smal/| area near Ralpho
very overgrown with gorse at the expense of other plants. The value of the common is in its variety

of habitats; we can offer no guarantees but would expect that that this clearance will permit the

recovery of a wider variety of vegetation. This photograph was taken by Juliet Bullimore on 12t

June 2012, 18 months after the Noddle clearance in the autumn of 2010.

We were unable to get any help with the management of the common from the Community

Payback programme run by the Ministry of Justice. They could not say if the programme will be
reinstated. Inevitably we will have to make more use of contractors to keep on top of the work. We
have also doubled the frequency of the Saturday morning working parties and would welcome

more people to the working partiesit he average age of the present
average fitness level is falling. More help would be appreciated. Neil Lister arranged for a team of
volunteers from Suffolk Coast and Heaths to do a lot of clearance work in compartment 9 for one

day in November. They will also be helping on another day in February 2023. At this stage we do

not know if this can be a regular source of help.

There has been some speculation about searchlights on the Noddle during the war of 1939 to
1945. Local historian David Sims can find no record of a permanent WW2 searchlight sight on the
common. He sent lists and maps of all the permanent sites in the coastal area of Suffolk, of which
there are many, but Westleton is not listed. He thinks it is possible that a temporary satellite site
may have been on the Noddle but has no clear evidence of this. Perhaps this is something that
could be followed up.

During the early part of the year the Advisory Group reviewed the management plan for the
common. A new plan for the 10 years 2023 to 2032 was written and accepted by Westleton Parish
Council on 27™ June 2022. The plan can be found on the Westleton website at
http://westleton.onesuffolk.net/westleton-common/management-plan/ . The plan was written with
the advice of Graham Hart of the Suffolk Wildlife Trust has been agreed by Suffolk Wildlife Trust



http://westleton.onesuffolk.net/westleton-common/management-plan/

(SWT). Copies have been lodged with SWT, Natural England (NE), the Department for the
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) and the Rural Payments Agency (RPA).

Emma Quick from NE and Graham Hart from SWT both visited the common during the year to
assess the way the common has been managed. Both offered helpful advice and were very
supportive of the progress made and the plan for the next decade.

2022 was the hottest and driest summer on record and it became clear that more and better
firebreaks were needed on the common, especially on the north common in compartments 1, 2
and 3. Existing firebreaks were cleared and new ones cut by contractors. lan Haynes took the
following photographs.

We intend to cut more firebreaks during the early part of 2023.

Following on from the GeoSuffolk report of 2022 Bob Markham suggests that it would be helpful to
improve access to the south face of the pit in compartment 1, so people can get a closer view, by
cutting back brambles and some gorse on the ascent. This suggestion has been incorporated into
the management plan.

In August 2022 Cintia Oi, a researcher at UCL, contacted David Rous. She is conducting a project
on solitary wasps to check their behaviour and their health. The species she is mainly interested in
is a member of the Ammophila genus which usually occurs in the sand paths of heathlands. For
that she needs to collect some individuals to check their DNA and conduct some population
genetic studies. She was keen to do field sampling on Westleton Common.

In January 2023 Cintia sent this update on her progress;

You have a good area of heathland in Westleton Common. | visited the area in the week of the
summer that was really dry, so not a lot of flowers were available. It was only one day.

Even though | found some solitary sand wasps of the species Ammophila sabulosa. | saw some
bumblebees, but | couldn't identify those. But if you want, | could collect some Hymenoptera next
time to take to the Museum for identification.

I'm still carrying out my project, so | don't have any data to present to you. But | can keep you
informed.

Cheers,

Cintia Oi



We have replied asking her to keep us up to date with her progress and to send us a link to her
report when it is published. We have also accepted her offer to take specimens to the museum for
identification.

We had an interesting email from a visitor to Westleton;

Dear David

| saw your details on the Westleton Common notice board on Friday last week September 30.
Whilst walking there | noticed a swarm of very active, large wasp-like insects flying around a hole
in a bank. I coul dndét see whether they were hor
found at Felixstowe this year.

| walked beyond the pebbles sign bearing left. With the view of the red brick outbuilding close to
the house to the left | had a clear view of the pebble/ sand layers up high. Slightly to the right and
down a bit there was a large hole (eg. rabbit) and to the right of its base there are what appears to
be dry gorse roots under which there was a hole maybe 2-3 inches diameter with a lot of very
large wasp like insects flying in and out and round about. My binoculars were not sufficient to
identify them but maybe you will know what to do.

| was on holiday and not local to Suffolk.

Kind regards

Maggie

David Rous visited the site and all he could find was a ground nesting wasp nest. He saw no
evidence of Asian Hornets. Whilst this was not an Asian Hornet nor, indeed, a particularly unusual
observation, it is an example of the interest in the common for both visitors and local people and
the value of reporting observations.

The High-Level Stewardship Grant from DEFRA is due for renewal in 2023. These grants require
the support of Natural England. On 26 October 2022 Nick Shearme, David Rous and John
Bebbington met with Emma Quick from Natural England to discuss progress with the HLS
agreement. Emma has given her support to the renewal of the grant. lan Haynes has submitted all
the required paperwork to the Rural Payments Agency on behalf of Westleton Parish Council and
we are optimistic that the grant will continue, but, at the time of writing (January 2023) we have not
heard from the RPA.

We are very grateful for all the help we have received over the last year;

Thanks to all the people who helped on the Saturday morning working parties and provided the
much-needed refreshments.

We are grateful to the people who conducted the surveys of the common and submitted their
records which form an important part of this report.

We also thank the people who took the photographs in this report and their permission to use
them.

We also appreciate the help we received in writing this report and for the contributions others have
made to it. Juliet Bullimore was very generous with her help and advice. Juliet also helped with
much of the organisation and publicity for both the Working Parties and Nature Walks.

Our thanks to them all.

Westleton Common Advisory Group
January 2023



Lost Friends

During 2022 we, sadly, lost three good friends of the Common, Tony Ingram, Alan Hargreaves and
Sheila Francis.

A Tribute in memory of Tony Ingram

It was with great sadness that we | earnt of Ton

He was an energetic and imaginative architect with wide interests, who came to Westleton with
Anne nearly 20 years ago. While his working life was mostly in London, notable in the village were
his design for the Foyer as part of the refurbishment of Westleton Village Hall, and the restoration
of the famous old Pullman coach on the edge of Westleton Common, with his sympathetically
rebuilt barn.

When able to take time out, he joined in working parties on the Common, and was most helpful in
providing electricity for the moth traps set up by the local Moth Group for their study of the rich
variety of moths to be found on the Common.

We extend our condolences to Anne and their family as they come to terms with their enormous
loss.

OA< EGGAR,

Oak Eggar moth drawn by Tony in August 2020

Juliet Bullimore and the Westleton Common Advisory Group



Alan Hargreaves
In August we were saddened to hear that Alan had died. Alan was a great supporter of the
Common and his very welcome help in providing the refreshments for the Saturday morning
working parties was certainly appreciated by all members of those working parties.

All of members of the Common Advisory Group and all those who spend Saturday mornings
working on the Common extend our deepest sympathy to Pam and the family over their sad loss.
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Pam and Alan serving refreshments on a cold Saturday morning in January 2022.



Sheila Francis

In December Sheila passed away peacefully at Foxearth Lodge Care Home where she had been
very well |l ooked after for two and a htodburialmont h

ground at Wenhaston church, beside her partner Ted.

Sheila had been an enthusiastic and knowledgeable supporter of the common for the whole of her
time in Westleton. She carried out regular botanical surveys focussing mainly on fungi and lichens.
Her findings were sent to the Suffolk Biodiversity Information Service and published in the
common annual reports. She also joined the Saturday morning common nature walks and led
more specialist fungus walks. As can be seen in the photograph that follows, she was aways
willing to share her knowledge with other members the group.
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October 2010 Sheila Francis and Richard Fisk Octobeyr 2011 Fun‘gus Walk group, Sheila holding bourt.



Jean Wood

Lady Jean Wood died on 20" December 2021. Jean was very enthusiastic about the Common

and always showed a keen interest and concern for its management and wellbeing.

On most days, almost regardless of the weather, Jean could be seen walking her dog, Toby, on

the Common and would always stop for a chat. She had very wide interests and would invariably

have some important and helpful comments to make about how the common was being looked

after.

Dee, Jeano6s d;dHedToky)alied a few monthe after Mum, he was 13, and we think

he was just missing her too much, they were a great team!

We al | have happy memories of walks with Toby a

Jean at a moth trapping session in July 2019:

Sheila, Alan, Tony and Jean all had considerable interest in and enthusiasm for the common. We
will miss them.



Roy Jones

As we were completing this annual report, we heard the sad news that Roy Jones had died on
Saturday 28" January 2023.

Roy on the Lady Florence in June&016 (photographer unknown)

Roy chaired the Westleton Common Advisory Group from 2015 to July 2020. He continued as a
member of the group until his death. He was dedicated to the common and had been associated
with it for many years.

He, and his late wife Jane, organised the refreshments for the Saturday morning working parties
for several years soon after those working parties were established. Indeed, there is no doubt that
Janeds ginger cake was a strong motivating fact

As chairman of the Advisory Group Roy was always very hard working. Much of the work that he
did was unseen; it was always Roy who kept in touch with the Rural Payments Agency and was
able to keep on top of the rather tricky system of grant payments which the rest of us were never
able to understand.

Roy provided the group with strong leadership and kept the rest of us focussed on the issues that
mattered when we showed signs of getting side-tracked onto less important topics. He would
always make sure that proper procedures were followed and that we abided by the various
obligations under the funding agreements and, of course, our statutory duties. He had a clear
vision of what was important to the success of the common project.

If Roy had a fault, it was a tendency to do too much of the work himself. But as he invariably did it
well and it meant that the rest of us on the advisory group had an easier time than would otherwise
have been the case, we were quite happy with this situation.



Roy was a great asset to Westleton (he was a member of the Parish Council, had been on the
Village Hall Committee and ran the local branch of the Wor ker s Educat)andpyal ASs
obviously, a great asset to Westleton Common.

He will be missed.

Westleton Common Advisory Group
January 2023



Westleton Common Advisory Group 2@2

Nick Shearme Chairman and Bonfire Group Chair Westleton Parish Council
email: nick@gardenend.co.uk

John Bebbington Secretary
email: johnannbebbington@outlook.com

David Rous Work Party Leader

email: David126754@outlook.com
Julian Alexander Westleton Parish Council
Roy Jones

Joyce Burtenshaw

Amanda Freeman Westleton Parish Council
Chris Freeman Westleton Parish Council
Andrew Turner (to May 2022 Westleton Parish Council

Barry Banks {rom May 2022 Westleton Parish Council
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Westleton Common; Compartment Plan
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Westleton Common Programme 2022

BONFIREandFIREWORKS
New Year'sDay at about6pm

(Cancelledbecausef Covid-19 concern¥

WORKING PARTIES
10am- 12.30pm

Saturday January 22nd
Saturday February 19th
Saturday March 19th
Saturday September1 7"
Saturday October 1%
Saturday October 15th
Saturday November19th

ToolsandRefreshmentprovided,pleasedring your own gloves.

NATURE WALKS
10.30am- 12 noon

Saturday February 26th
Saturday April 9th
Saturday May 21st
Saturday July 2nd
Saturday September3rd
Saturday November5th

~

ForWorking PartiesandNature Walks
meetat the containerwhich canbefoundalong
ashorttrackontheright atthetop of Mill St,

oppositethe CommonNoticeboard.



Working Party Notes

David Rous led all the working parties.

January 22" 2022. (From notes by Juliet Bullimore)

A group of 9 people including David Rous, worked on the north edge of the Old Football Field,
(compartment 1 and 3) and cleared the gorse and silver birches that were crowding in on the 3
beehives.

Pam and Alan Hargreaves provided refreshments for the workers.
(Photographs Juliet Bullimore)

Obscured beehive Getting started ' Good progress

Well-earned break Nearin the end Beehives cleared

February 19t 2022.

This working party had to be cancelled because bad weather had been predicted. Storm Eunice
was to blame. The proposed work area was under trees A red warning was in place with winds
with 70-80 mph gusts predicted for the 18" February. So, trees may have become unstable. Gusts
of 50-60mph were forecast for 19" February making it unsafe to work

March 19 2022 (From notes by Juliet Bullimore)

There were 9 members of the Working Party including the team leader, David Rous. Pam and
Alan Hargreaves provided the refreshments.

The pathway along the South West edge of the Common (adjacent to the Reckford Rd lay-by) in
compartment 7 leading up to the South side of the Common was cleared and is now walkable.
(Photographs Juliet Bullimore)



God rogfess B Good roges

Nearly inished Time to go home |

September 17 2022 (From notes by Juliet Bullimore)
A small group of 6 members including David Rous (team leader) and Nick Shearme (Advisory

Group chairman). The group concentrated on gorse clearance in compartment 10 and achieved a
reasonable amount in just over an hour; no refreshments were needed due to the shortness of the
session. Nick cut back the pathways on to the Common with his strimmer.

(Photographs Juliet Bullimore)



At wor | ) ' At work At work

At work Final review

October 1 2022 (From notes by Juliet Bullimore)

Il members of the working party including David Rous (team leader) and Nick Shearme (Advisory
Group chairman) and Juliet Bullimore who also organised the refreshments. A beautiful day,
weatherwise, ideal for clearing gorse in compartment 14.

(Photographs Juliet Bullimore)

At work

Back to work Still hard at work Big heap of cut gorse



Completed work 7 photographed in the evening of Sunday 2 October

October 15 2022 (From notes by Juliet Bullimore)

Seven workers led by David Rous. Juliet Bullimore helped by Liz Pierce, who was also part of the
working party, organized the refreshments. The work mainly involved cutting young silver birch
and some gorse in compartment 14.

(Photographs Juliet Bullimore)

Befor

After and heap of cut material

November 19 2022
Working party cancelled due to rain.



Tuesday November 22 2022
A working party of about 12 volunteers from Suffolk Coast and Heaths led by Neil Lister cleared
the bank in compartment 9 to the right of the path leading to Black Slough.

The work these friends did was invaluable, and we are very grateful for their help.

_ Getting started i Joyce Burtenshaw After - Juliet Bullimore

After i Joyce Burtenshaw After i Joyce Burtenshaw



Nature Walks and Other Observations

Nature Walks
Blyth Valley and Southwold Wildlife Group
In January 2022 Sally Skinner, the Secretary of the Blyth Valley and Southwold Wildlife Group of
the Suffolk Wildlife Trust got in touch. She was hoping to arrange a guided walk of the Common
for members of the group in June.
Joyce Burtenshaw and Juliet Bullimore organized a walk for them on Saturday 25
June. J u | inetds &ran this walk can be found below and J o y clistosthed ay 6 s
observations are included in the Appendix.

The following notes were prepared by Juliet Bullimore. See the appendices for detailed lists of
observations.
Nature Walks and Observations2022

There were 7 Nature Walks on Westleton Common in 2022, between February and November,
including one in June for members of the Blythe Valley and Southwold Wildlife Group of the
Suffolk Wildlife Trust.

January Observations:

January 1st:

Bee Orchid leaves putting in an early appearance (despite the
summer drought they did flower in June - see below)

Ear Fungus on Elder Gorse mites Polytrichum moss + female flowers



First Nature Walk of 2022 - Saturday February 26th

4 attendees, in beautiful sunny weather, with a southerly breeze.

We checked out the cleared area of the Noddle, and then noted that the New Year
bonfire on the concrete, postponed from January 1st had been lit - and quickly burnt
down:

Some gorse was in flower, and there was a good show of snowdrops near 6 T D& k end
the north side of the Common:

We saw one Queen Bumble bee, and saw (and/or heard) Blue Tits, Wrens, Robins,
Chaffinches and Goldfinches.




March observations:

March 19th

Comma butterfly (Peacock butterfly also
seen)

Daffodils and scillas

Orange Tip butterfly




Nature Walk Saturday April 9th

7 attendees - sunny weather again.
The blackthorn and gorse were in full bloom, and a slow worm was found under the
piece of corrugated iron, under which reptiles like to keep warm:

A list of observations made at this Nature Walk can be found in the Appendix. It was
compiled by Joyce Burtenshaw - seen here in the foreground.

More April observations:

April 16th:

Nightingale song near the path on to the Common, and Silver Birch trees coming into
leaf.



April 24th:

Bird Cherry tree in flower

May observations:

May 5th:

2 Nightingales heard, accompanied by noisy Chiff Chaffs!



Nature Walk Saturday May 21st 9 attendees

We found a carpet of Climbing Corydalis on the cleared area of the Noddle.

There were plenty of bees and wildflowers (see lists in the Appendix)

There were a few butterflies seen including a Small Copper and Small Heaths, a Painted
Lady and an attractive micro moth:

Small Copper



Micro-moth Nemapogon clematella
Chiff Chaffs and Chaffinches were heard, and there was a small chirp from a Nightingale.

Other wildflowers photographed:

Common Storks Bill and Green Alcanet - with possibly a Green Veined White butterfly

June observations
June 3rd:

Bee Orchid in flower



June 20th:

Silver Studded Blue butterfly

Saturday June 25th

Nature Walk for members of the Blythe Valley and Southwold Wildlife Group of the
Suffolk Wildlife Trust.

Silver Studded Blue butterflies put on a good show - we saw dozens of them!



Cinnabar moth caterpillars feasting on Ragwort.

A full list of this d a yaobservations compiled by Joyce Burtenshaw can be found in the
Appendix.



Nature Walk Saturday July 29,

It was a fine day and there were 9 attendees - the weather was fine and heather was in
flower.

There were several species of butterflies seen:

Small Skipper, Comma, Small Heath, Red Admiral, Meadow Brown, Small Copper, and
just a few Silver Studded Blues at the end of their short season.

Also seen was an impressively large Emperor Dragonfly.

Again, a list of what was seen on this day can be found in the Appendix.

Small Skipper butterfly




.Nature Walk September 3rd

6 attendees on another hot day - after 2 months of almost no rain when even the heather
was burnt brown - just the wooded areas of the Common remaining green.

Sloes Blackberries

Birds seen and heard:
Chaffinch, Honey Buzzard, Crows



Butterflies:

Speckled Wood, Large White, Red Admiral.

Fruits:

Sloes, Blackberries, and Oaks bearing more acorns than usual.
Some Rowan trees dropping their leaves early.

Nature Walk Saturday November 5th

10 attendees - and the main focus was on fungi - for which the damp weather was
perfect - after a dry summer the wet autumn weather produced a good show of attractive
fungi.

Neil Mahler was not able to accompany us that day, but his report and fungi lists
compiled on other days can be found in the Appendix.

Shaggy Ink Cap Yellow Brain Fungus



Bolete sp Birch Polypore



Also seen on the walk several species of moss including a Dicranum moss and Nostoc
cyanobacterium:

Dicranum sp Nostoc

More November observations:

November 9th November 12th

Turkey Tail fungus Deadly poisonous Death Cap



