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Annual Report 2024 ï Review of the Year 

 

In spite of some adverse weather and too many named storms 2024 was another successful year 

for Westleton Common.  

 

Local Residents Gill Wood (see the cover of this report) and Andy Gilmour took photographs of the 

spectacular display of foxgloves on the bank adjacent to the steps leading to Black Slough. 

 
 

  

Andy Gilmour 

 

 
Andy Gilmour 

Parts of this bank, close to the photographed areas, have been cleared of overgrowing gorse and 

other scrub so in a few years we would hope that the foxgloves will be more extensive (see later in 

this report). 

 

Yvonne Couch was on holiday in the area for a week in April. She visited Westleton Common 

looking for invertebrates and sent an extensive report of her findings which is included in the 

Appendix. Ms Couch commented that; ñThe common is a very interesting placeò. 

 



 

 

We appreciate the help of local volunteers on the Saturday morning working parties and the teams 
of volunteers organised by Neil Lister of Suffolk & Essex Coast & Heaths National Landscape. The 
work of both groups is invaluable and accounts of the work they did in 2024 follow later in the 
report.  
We were also pleased to welcome a visit to Westleton Common and Westleton Village Hall by the 
Suffolk Naturalistsô Society. A report of their visit is also included.  
 
In the report of their survey of the common in 2021 GeoSuffolk advised us to clear the cliff in 

compartment 13 of gorse and other scrub to expose the underlying horizonal layers of sand and 

gravel.  

We received a generous grant from the Community and Conservation Fund of Suffolk & Essex 

Coast & Heaths National Landscape which enabled us to do this clearance. This work has also 

restored a site previously used by nesting sand martins. We are grateful to Suffolk & Essex Coast 

& Heaths National Landscape and their grants officer, Oka Last. A report of the work is included in 

this report. 

We also applied to Suffolk & Essex Coast & Heaths National Landscape for a grant to install 

additional seats on the common and to replace damaged seats. At the time of writing, we await the 

outcome of this application. 

 

Several ñhousekeepingò jobs were done during the year:   
 

¶ In August UK Power Networks lowered trees and other ñhigh riseò vegetation on the 
common that is under their power lines and likely to pose a risk to the electrical power 
supply and to people. 

¶ The ñdrop-downò posts on the footpath leading to the common from the ñcontainerò car park 
have now been installed and the access codes given to Leiston Fire Station and the East of 
England Ambulance Service. This should make access for emergency vehicles easier 
whilst still preventing casual and non-urgent access by vehicles. 

¶ In November and December granite chips were spread over the surfaces of both car parks 
to deal with the potholes. 

 
Towards the end of the year the GeoSuffolk notice board was damaged by vandals. This is clearly 
disappointing, but repairs are in hand.  
 
We couldnôt manage the common without the help of our many volunteers. We are very grateful to 

them. We thank all the people who helped with the working parties and are grateful to Grania 

Webber, Pam Hargreaves and Liz Pierce for providing the very welcome refreshments. 

 

A number of people contributed to and are credited in this report. Observations were reported by 

Joyce Burtenshaw, David Rous, Yvonne Couch and members of the Suffolk Naturalists' Society. 

We are grateful for their help. 

We are grateful to the people who took the photographs included in this report and their 

permission to use them; Juliet Bullimore, Gill Wood, Andy Gilmour, Ann Bebbington, Ian Webber, 

members of the Suffolk Naturalists' Society and John Bebbington.  

Juliet Bullimore helped with much of the organisation and publicity and made some useful and 
invaluable contributions to this report including writing the ñNature Walks and other Observationsò 
section. 
 

We thank them all. 

Westleton Common Advisory Group 

January 2025 



 

 

Personal note, John Bebbington 
I resigned as a member of and secretary to the Common Advisory Group at the end of December 

2024. I have been a member of the group for 10 years and acted as secretary for about 9 of those 

years. Other people have worked harder and longer but feel that I have passed my ñbest before 

dateò and that it is best to stop before that becomes obvious to too many others.  

I thank the three people who chaired the group with whom I worked, Arlette Smith, the late Roy 

Jones and Nick Shearme, and all my other colleagues, present and former, for their help and 

support over the years. I wish them and my successor, Ian Webber, well. I have no doubt that 

Westleton Common will continue to prosper and be an important part of the Westleton and wider 

community. 

I am grateful to Ian Haines, clerk to Westleton Parish Council, for his frequent help and advice and 

to Andrew Turner, chairman of the council for his kind words at their meeting on 25 November 

2024 and to the whole parish council for their support and the generous ñgoodbyeò present. 

 

John Bebbington 

January 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Westleton Common Advisory Group 2024 

(Re-appointed by Westleton Parish Council at its Annual Meeting held on 20 May 2024) 

Nick Shearme, Westleton Parish Council - Chair  nick@gardenend.co.uk   

John Bebbington, Co-opted - Secretary  johnannbebbington@outlook.com      

David Rous, Co-opted - Work Party Leader   David126754@outlook.com                                

Julian Alexander, Westleton Parish Council 

Ian Webber, Westleton Parish Council (Secretary from January 2025  ianjwebber@yahoo.co.uk ) 

John French, Westleton Parish Council 

Joyce Burtenshaw, Co-opted   

Barry Banks, Westleton Parish Council 

Amanda Freeman, Co-opted   

Chris Freeman, Co-opted   
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Westleton Common; Compartment Plan 
 

 

  



 

 

Westleton Common Programme 2024 
     

  BONFIRE and FIREWORKS 
          New Year's Day at about 6pm 

 

WORKING PARTIES 2024 

10am to 12.30  

Meet at the Container opposite the Common Noticeboard,   

down a short track on the right at the top of Mill St.  

Saturday January 20th 

Saturday February 17th 

Saturday March 16th 

Saturday September 21st 

Saturday October 19th 

Saturday November 16th 

~  

NATURE WALKS 2024 

10.30am to 12 noon (approx) 

  
We are as usual having a series of informal 

walks/strolls covering each season on the Common.  
  

Meet at the Common Noticeboard down a short track on the right  
at the top of Mill St. 

  

Saturday February 24th 

Saturday April 13th 

Saturday May 25th 

Saturday July 6th 

Saturday September 7th 

Saturday November 2nd 

~ 

  

  



 

 

New Years Day Bonfire and Fireworks 

Note from the minutes of the January 2024 meeting of Westleton Parish Council 

ñThe event had once again proved very successful with another good turnout of people despite the 

adverse weather. In total, £1036.34 had been raised in income via donations, raffle draw etc. 

Thanks were recorded to all the organising and support team/s ï both at the site itself and the 

helpers who had assisted with refreshments at the Village Hall.ò 

The total expenditure allowed for the event was increased to £1966 inc VAT for 2024. 

Nick Shearme included this note in the February 2024 edition of the Yoxmere Fisherman; 

 

NEW YEARôS DAY FIREWORKS 2024  
ñA big thank you from the Fireworks Group for a great attendance and support. Hope you all 
enjoyed the fireworks and bonfire. Thanks to the Parish Council for their support and also for 
everyone who helped with the food and drink. Thanks to Nat Bacon and Warrior Fire and Rescue. 
See you all January 1st 2025. 
 
Nick Shearme, Chair of Bonfire Advisory Working Groupò 
  



 

 

Working Party Notes 
David Rous led all the working parties. 

 

Saturday 20/01/2024 

A team of 11 people, including David Rous, team leader cleared gorse in compartment 15 below 

Ralphôs Mill. 

Nick Shearme cleared gorse stumps on the approaches to the wetland area in compartment 11 

that was cleared in 2023. 

Grania Webber organised the refreshments. 

     
             Getting Started A                            Getting Started B                                    Getting Started C 

     
                  After A                                                After B                                                        After C 

 

   
                                             Clearing Gorse Stumps                              Area Cleared  

 

Saturday 17/02/2024 

12 workers including David Rous, Team Leader cleared gorse in compartment 1 on the North 

Common. The gorse was cleared in front of the boundary fence of The Oaks and left on the edge 

of a pit near the fence. 

Nick Shearme cleared young silver birch near the beehives in compartment 5.  

No ñbeforeò photos near beehives were taken. 

Grania Webber organised the refreshments. 

 



 

 

     
                 Initial Briefing                                       Getting Started A                                 Getting Started B 

 

     
                         After A                                               After B                                                    After C 

                                                                                           
       Cut Material by Pit in Comp 1                 Cut Birch by Beehives A                          Cut Birch by Beehives B 

  



 

 

Saturday 16/03/2024 
David Rous led a team of 6 workers.  
As this was the start of the nesting season it was not possible to do any major clearance work. 
Various paths were checked to ensure access was satisfactory and they were not overgrown. The 
main area dealt with was the path leading from compartment 10 to the Reckford Road near the 
layby. The clear area in compartment 7 was tidied up as was the path leading up from 
compartment 7 to compartments 14 and 9.  
Liz Pierce organised the refreshments. 

 
Job Done 

Saturday 21/09/2024 
9 workers including David Rous, team leader, cleared gorse and young birch in compartment 10.   
Nick Shearme cleared the Black Slough steps and strimmed the edges of the main access path 
from the car park. 
Pam Hargreaves organised the refreshments. 
An unusual feature of this working party was that, unlike many other working parties which were 
either cancelled or shortened because of rain, this working party was shortened because many 
found it too hot. 
 

     
                 Gettng Started A                            Getting Started B                             Getting Started C 

 

     
                Cleared Area A                                   Cleared Area B                             Cleared Area C 



 

 

 

     
     Black Slough Steps Cleared                      Path Cleared A                                 Path Cleared B 

 
 
Saturday 19/10/2024 
(Report based on notes from Juliet Bullimore and Ian Webber.) 
The original plan was to clear the gorse left by contractors on top of the bank in compartment 9. 

(This was subsequently cleared by the Suffolk Coast and Heaths volunteers later (See under 

Suffolk Coast and Heaths Volunteers later in this report). 

Juliet writes; 
ñUnfortunately, the weather turned against us yesterday, and although there was only light rain, it 
was decided that it would not be safe to work on the steep slope - so the Working Party didnôt go 
ahead. 
Thank you so much to those who came along despite the weather, and to Liz Pierce who kindly 
shared the delicious cakes she had prepared for the refreshments with a lucky few of us!ò 
Ian added; 
We had a Common Working Party this morning but work was cancelled due to the weather. 

We took the opportunity to take a close look at the clearance works on the bank to the left of the 

path up to Black Slough. (See under Clearance Work later in this report.) 

The path up the slope had essentially been removed by the contractor who needed to build a ramp 

to allow the machine access to the top of the bank. 

See photo which shows that what was once a flat path (up the slope) is now itself sloped. 

The path needs to be re-instated, most likely by a contractor due to the unstable materials. 

We are considering extending the path to the right climbing slowly to the top of the bank where we 

could place a seat to provide access to the tremendous views across to Theberton / Middleton. 

 
We apologise for the decapitation in this photograph, but it illustrates the problem well. 

 

 



 

 

Saturday 16 November 2024 

8 workers including David Rous as team leader cleared gorse in compartment 10 adjacent to the 

concrete pad. 

Nick Shearme removed a dead rowan tree adjacent to the path up to the Noddle. 

Grania Webber organised the refreshments. 

 

     
                 Getting Started A                               Getting Started B                                     Getting Started C 

 

     
                    After A                                                   After B                                                Cut Material 

 

    
Rowan ï Before Removal              Rowan After Removal 

 

  



 

 

Car Park Resurfacing 
 

The two car parking areas (between Bakers Lane and Mill Street and on the container site on Mill 

Street) had ñpotholesò filled and were partially resurfaced with granite chips. 

 

   
Resurfaced car park between Bakers Lane and Mill Street 

 
 
 

 
Granite chips to repair ñcontainerò car park. 

 

     
Resurfaced ñcontainerò car park. 

  



 

 

Clearance Work 
 
In October contractors used industrial ñdiggersò to clear a cliff in compartment 13 and a bank in 
compartment 9. This work was done with the approval of our advisors from Natural England and 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust. 
 
In their report in 2021 Bob and Caroline Markham of GeoSuffolk advised us to clear the cliff in 
compartment 13 of gorse and other scrub to expose the horizonal layers of sand and gravel. Some 
clearance was done manually in 2023 (see 2023 Annual Report). In previous years this bank has 
hosted nesting sand martins. This year the decision was made to hire contractors to do a more 
thorough job of clearing this cliff to show the underlying geology better and to encourage the sand 
martins to return. The digger operator had to profile the cliff at an angle as it was so sandy. 
  

 
Distant view of cleared cliff. 

 

   
Cleared cliff showing geological banding. 

Bob Markham commented; 

This looks excellent - it shows exactly what your site is based on.  We will mention it in the next 

GeoSuffolk Times (January), as the perfect example of how geological and scientific sites can be 

looked after for the benefit of not only local people but also for other visitors and geologists 

(unfortunately we do not send it to sand martins).  

A copy of the January 2025 edition of GeoSuffolk Times is in the appendix (with the permission of 

Bob Markham of GeoSuffolk). Time will tell if the sand martins also appreciate the work. 



 

 

This work was funded by a generous grant from Suffolk & Essex Coast & Heaths National 

Landscape through the Community and Conservation Fund.  We are grateful to them and to their 

grants officer, Oka Last. 

 

Public notice - displayed; 

 

 

Westleton Parish Council 

 

 

 

 

Westleton Parish Council has received a very generous grant of £700 from the Community and 

Conservation Fund of Suffolk & Essex Coast & Heaths National Landscape. 

This grant will meet most of cost of hiring contractors to clear a cliff on Westleton Common. In the recent 

past this cliff has hosted nesting sand martins but has become overgrown with gorse and other vegetation. 

We hope this clearance will encourage the sand martins to return. 

In 2021 GeoSuffok surveyed the common and suggested that clearing this cliff would also expose some 

interested geological features ï horizontal layers of sand and gravel. These layers can now clearly be seen. 

 

 

We are very grateful to Suffolk & Essex Coast & Heaths National Landscape for their support. 

Westleton Parish Council and Westleton Common Advisory Group 

October 2024  



 

 

Later in October the same contractors cleared gorse and scrub from a bank to the right of the path 

approaching the Black Sough steps in compartment 9. 

 

    
Cleared bank. 

In order to clear the top of the bank the contractor needed to build a ramp to allow the machine 

access to the top of the bank. The path to the top of the bank was damaged but was reinstated by 

contractors in December 2024. As the vegetation recovers this should return to a more natural 

appearance. 

 

   
Reinstated path (photographs taken on the day following doing the work [before removal of orange 

fencing!]) 

 
Reinstated path in use. 



 

 

The work to clear this bank, together with the clearance work done by the Suffolk & Essex Coast & 
Heaths National Landscape volunteers in 2023, has opened up easier access to splendid views 
towards Middleton and Theberton. We hope to install a path and seat to enable more people to 
appreciate this view. We have been advised that we should seek the approval of DEFRA and the 
Rural Payments Agency before we do this work to ensure it does not compromise our High-Level 
Stewardship grant. We are currently seeking the necessary approvals. 
 

 
Top of bank after clearance. 

 

   
                View to East                                                             View to West     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             



 

 

 Proposed location of new seat  
 

   
 

  



 

 

                                 

Suffolk & Essex Coast & Heaths National Landscape Volunteers 
 

We had two visits by teams of volunteers organised by Neil Lister of Suffolk & Essex Coast & 
Heaths National Landscape. 
We are very grateful for their invaluable help. 
 
29 October 2024 
The volunteers cleared all the cut material on top of the bank in compartment 9 that had previously 

been cut by the contractor. Joyce Burtenshaw organised the refreshments. 

 

3 December 2024 
David Rous briefed the team before starting work. John Bebbington organised the refreshments. 

The volunteers worked in compartment 14 and cleared gorse from the right-hand side of the path 

(when facing Black Slough). The amount of gorse they cleared was impressive.  

 

    
Getting started 

 
Getting started 

 



 

 

    
Cleared area at dusk. 

 

    
Cleared area at dusk. 

 

 
Some of the cut material. 

 

 

 


