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Annual Report 2021 ï Review of the Year 

Just like last year 2021 was dominated by the continuing Covid-19 pandemic and the consequent 

restrictions on all our activities. The year began with a, Covid-induced, disappointment ï the 

bonfire and fireworks due to be held on New Yearôs Day had to be cancelled. 

 

Another disappointment was the resignation of Arlette Smith from the Advisory Group. Arlette had 

chaired the group for several years and was appreciated for her pragmatic and sensible leadership 

and her, sometimes necessary, forceful management of the meetings. We will miss her. Joyce 

Burtenshaw joined the group. She brings with her a lot of knowledge and understanding of wild 

plants and has previous experience in conservation work and the promotion of biodiversity. She is 

already having a significant impact and we are confident this will continue.  

 

Joyce is one of the leaders of the local Health Walk programme which has sometimes included 

Westleton Common in their walks. Three of the Health Walks took place on the common and there 

was great excitement when they saw the bee orchids in June (see Juliet Bullimoreôs notes under 

ñNature Walks and Other Observationsò). They hope to organise more walks crossing the common 

in 2022. 

 

Tragically Ronnie Strowger, a long-term friend of, and lifelong resident on, the common died 

towards the end of the year. An appreciation of Ronnie by Alison Paul and Juliet Bullimore is 

included in this report. 

 

The Common Advisory Group was able to meet five times during the year (one ñmeetingò was 

conducted by email but the remaining four were ñliveò) and good progress was made. 

 

GeoSuffolk carried out a geological survey of the common in October. Their report is included. 

They give advice on work that would help ensure that geological features are accessible. We 

intend to follow that advice. 

 

As was the case in 2020, Covid-19 restrictions and a reorganisation of the probation service 

meant that the Community Payback teams were not available this year. The organisers of the 

scheme told us that, following their transfer back to the unified probation service, their roles 

have yet to be defined and they are unsure if and how they can continue supporting local 

communities like ours. It is important that Westleton Parish Council keeps the Common 

Management Plan on schedule. To this end contractors have been appointed to do clearance 

work near Ralphôs Mill and on the Noddle. This work is expected to start in January 2022. The cost 

can be covered by the DEFRA High Level Stewardship Grant. 

Working Parties took place on four Saturday mornings during 2021, see later in this report for 

details of the work done. The planned maintenance work on the common is largely on schedule, 

but more help on the Saturday working parties would, as always, be very welcome. 

 

Five Nature Walks were held during the year (a considerable improvement on the mere two in 

2020!). Juliet Bullimore gives a full account of these and of other observations later in this report. 

 

Discussions about the emergency access to the common continued (see the review of the year in 

the 2020 annual report and the minutes of the Advisory Group meetings on the Westleton website 

- Advisory Group Meetings » Westleton (onesuffolk.net) ). The advisory group presented its advice to 

Westleton Parish Council in October 2021. This advice was accepted, and the parish council 

intends to implement these proposals. In our review of 2020 we commented that;   

http://westleton.onesuffolk.net/westleton-common/advisory-group-meetings/


ñThis issue has been raised in the past and has caused considerable local concern. The Common 

Advisory Group believes that it is important to involve the local community and take full account of 

any concerns raised.ò 

The advisory group felt it would be unwise and inappropriate to hold public meetings to discuss 

these proposals because of the concerns about Covid-19 and the need to follow the restrictions. 

The discussions about these proposals, and the advice given to the parish council, have all been 

recorded in the minutes of the advisory group meetings which are available for all the read on the 

Westleton website. The advice has also been published in the parish council minutes and 

displayed on the parish council notice board. In addition, the advice is also reproduced here; 

   
Westleton Common Advisory Group 

To Ian Haines 

Clerk to Westleton Parish Council 

From John Bebbington 

Westleton Common Advisory Group 

By email 

24/10/2021 

 

Dear Ian 

Emergency Access to Westleton Common 

At our meeting on Wednesday 20/10/2021 the Westleton Common Advisory Group agreed to offer this advice to 

Westleton Parish Council. 

The two wooden posts on the footpath leading from the storage container and parking area on Mill Street onto the 

Common should be replaced with secure drop-down posts in the same position. These posts should be lockable with 

the access key kept in a secure cabinet mounted at the entrance to the path. The code to the key cabinet should be 

issued to the emergency services only (Suffolk Fire and Rescue and East of England Ambulance Service). This code 

should not be available to the general public. The locks on the posts should be of a design that can be cut with bolt 

cutters if the first emergency vehicle on site does not have access to the code to the key cabinet. 

The vegetation adjacent to the path should not be cut back and the path should not be widened. 

In the event of an emergency the posts can be opened either with a key or by cutting the locks and the emergency 

vehicle can drive through the undergrowth onto the common. 

It will be necessary to ensure that the vegetation does not become so dense as to inhibit the emergency access; this 

would be done as part of normal maintenance in line with the management plan. 

The advantages of this approach are; 

Existing width restriction is maintained. 

No disturbance of habitat. 

No interference with exiting management plan. 

Access by large vehicles would only be required in an emergency so non-emergency access is inhibited. 

The bund leading from the rear of the concrete pad onto the path leading to Black Slough should be levelled in line with 

the advice from Suffolk Fire and Rescue to facilitate access to the rest of the Common by emergency vehicles. All soils 

resulting from this levelling should be redistributed on the common so that the seed bank can rejuvenate. 

All that is proposed is that two exiting posts are replaced with others effectively doing the same job in the same location 

and that a soil bund is levelled and the resultant soil redistributed on the common. We should notify Natural England, 

Suffolk Wildlife Trust, The Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and Rural Payments Agency of these 

proposals before the work is commenced. In our view they are unlikely to find them unacceptable. 

Previous proposals to widen this path to facilitate easier emergency access have caused significant concerns and 

distress among many people who live in Westleton and who value the Common. In our view these proposals do not 

significantly alter the path and will not make unauthorised access more likely but will be of value in the event of an 

emergency. Nevertheless, it is important to consult the wider community before any work is undertaken.   

 

Regards 

John 

John Bebbington 

Westleton Common Advisory Group 

 

We hope that this has given a sufficient explanation of what is proposed and that there has been 

sufficient opportunity to comment. We are confident that this policy will not permit additional 

vehicle access to the common or adversely affect habitat. We have put these proposals to the 



Suffolk Wildlife Trust, Natural England and DEFRA/Rural Payments Agency and they have raised 

no objections. 

 

The Management Plan for the period 2013 to 2023 is due to be updated. We have begun to 

rewrite the plan and will be holding discussions with the Suffolk Wildlife Trust and Natural England 

during the early part of 2022. 

 

The Covid-19 restrictions and some personal health issues did mean that some of the wildlife 

surveys were less complete than hoped. We are very grateful to the people who did formal and 

informal surveys and for sending their reports, which are included in this report. So, thank you 

David Rous, Neil Mahler, Clive Ireland and his colleagues in the Westleton Moth Group, Richard 

Drew, Juliet Bullimore, Sheila Francis and Joyce Burtenshaw. 

 

Roy Jones and John Bebbington moved the display of photographs of the common from the 

village hall foyer to the main room in the hall. This allowed other exhibitions to be held in the foyer 

and also allowed all the common photos to be displayed. Annie Groves, the Village Hall Manager 

reported that users of the hall are ñdelighted to see something different and local on display in the 

main hallò.     
 

   
                                       Annie Groves                                                         Annie Groves 

 

We are very grateful to everyone who helped with the management of the Common during the 

year.  

We thank all the people who helped with the working parties and are grateful to Pam and Alan 

Hargreaves for providing the much-needed refreshments. 

 

Several people contributed to and are credited in this report. We are very grateful for their help. 

 

We are grateful to the people who took the photographs that enliven this report and their 

permission to use them; David Rous, Neil Mahler, Clive Ireland, Juliet Bullimore, Annie Groves, 

Ann Bebbington, Jim Slight, John Shepherd and John Bebbington (working parties).  

 

Juliet Bullimore helped with much of the organisation and publicity and made some valuable 

contributions to this report, including the cover photo. 

 

Our thanks to them all. 

 

Westleton Common Advisory Group 

January 2022 

  



Ron Strowger 1934 - 2021 
(Alison Paul and Juliet Bullimore) 

 

Ron Strowger was born in the house his grandfather built, the third generation of his family to be 

living on the Common. His early memories revolved round the time of the armyôs occupation of the 

land, as they set up camp all around the house, but his father fiercely and successfully resisted 

having the house itself taken over.  This ignited Ronôs interest in the history of the Common, which 

he shared with the village for the rest of his life. He collected many artefacts and munition 

fragments and put a forbidding notice on his gate warning of the danger beyond it. 

 

Ron (known to all as Ronnie) greatly enjoyed sharing his knowledge and had many a fascinating 

discussion with people he met on his walks.  He was struck by the profound changes in the 

landscape, as in his childhood there were hardly any trees on the Common, thanks to rabbit 

activity, and to the annual burning of the gorse by the children. In the days of the active gravel 

workings, the pit was full of hazards - like getting stuck in the quicksand of the gravel washing 

ponds. 

 

After the village purchased the Common in 2003, there were opportunities to explore the historical 

features still evident there, such as spoil heaps, sandy cliffs, concrete bases and the washing 

ponds.  Ronnie contributed many photographs and items to the Village Archives, and gave very 

popular lectures in the Village Hall, as well as guided walks on the common. He was one of the 

great village treasures and his presence is much missed.  

 

Ronnie giving an historical tour of the Common in 2010 

(The then Village Archivist, Ann Follows, interviewed Ronnie in 2007 and created an illustrated 

account to accompany the voice CD recording.  These are available in the village archives from 

Dilys Hall dilyshall@yahoo.co.uk)  

 

 

 

mailto:dilyshall@yahoo.co.uk


Westleton Common Advisory Group 2021 

 

Nick Shearme    Chairman and Bonfire Group Chair                Westleton Parish Council 

           email:   nick@gardenend.co.uk  

 

John Bebbington                Secretary 

            email:  johnannbebbington@outlook.com  

 

 

David Rous                     Work Party Leader       

             email:   David126754@outlook.com 

 

Julian Alexander                                                                       Westleton Parish Council                                                           

 

Roy Jones  

 

Arlette Smith (to July 2021) 

 

Joyce Burtenshaw (from July 2021) 

                                                                                                                                             

Amanda Freeman                                                                       Westleton Parish Council 

 

Chris Freeman                                                                            Westleton Parish Council 

 

Andrew Turner                                                                           Westleton Parish Council 
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Westleton Common; Compartment Plan 
 

 

  



WESTLETON COMMON PROGRAMME 20 21 
 

New Year's Day Bonfire and Fireworks 
 

Unfortunately, the Bonfire and Fireworks had to be cancelled this year because of the Covid-19 

restrictions. 

Working Parties 
 

Saturday morning Working Parties were held on; 
 
Summer bracken cutting ï Saturday June 19th  
Saturday September 18th   
Saturday October 16th   
Saturday November 20th  

 
Other working parties had been scheduled but were cancelled. 
 

Nature Walks 
 
Nature Walks were held on; 
 
Saturday May 22nd  
Saturday June 26  
Saturday August 7th  
Saturday September 11th  
Saturday November 6th  
 

Other nature walks had been scheduled but were cancelled. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 
 

  



Working Part y Notes 
David Rous led all the working parties. 

 
Working Party Saturday 19/06/2021 

Because of Covid-19 restrictions this was the first working party it was possible to hold this year. 

Number of workers = 8 including David Rous, team leader and Nick Shearme who cleared a lot of 

the bracken on part of compartment 10 with a strimmer. 

Work done; 

Bracken cutting and pulling on slope in compartment 10. 

 

      
             Before A                           Before B                               Before C                           Starting Work 

 

   
                          After A                                       After B                                             After C 

   
                                                     Strimmed Area                           Strimmed Area and   

                                                                                                        Closing Discussion 

 

 

  



Working Party Saturday 18/09/2021 

Notes and photographs by Juliet Bullimore. 

 

The weather was good for the Work Party - there were 7 workers + David + me doing the 

refreshments. 

Gorse clearance on main path through Compartment 14. 

   

   
                                         Getting started                                                     At work 

 

   
                                                Refreshments                                         Job done 

 

Working Party Saturday 16/10/2021 

Number of workers = 9 including David Rous, team leader. 

Work done ï clearing mainly gorse but some silver birch. 

Area worked = To the right of the main path leading from close to the concrete pad through 

Compartment 14.  

Pam and Alan Hargreaves did refreshments. 

 

     
                      Getting started A                               Getting Started B                              Getting Started C 

 

 

 



     
                       Tidying up A                                     Tidying up B                                     Tidying up C 

 

     
                              After A                                             After B                                            After C  

 

Working Party Saturday 20/11/2021 

Number of workers = 15 including David Rous, team leader and Nick Shearme, chair of advisory 

group. 

Area worked - Both sides of path in compartment 15 below Ralphôs Mill. 

Work done ï clear gorse and silver birch. 

Nick also cleared the main access foot path to the common from the Mill Street car parking area 

and cleared the overgrown path leading from the left of this main access path.  

Pam and Alan Hargreaves did refreshments. 

 

     
                     Before A                                                 Before B                                             Before C 
 

      
                         After A                                                 After B                                                After C 
 



 
Cut material 

 

       
                      Overgrown path                          Overgrown path ï clearing                    Overgrown path - cleared 
 
  



Nature Walks and Other Observations 

 

Nature Walks 
 

The Covid-19 restrictions also meant that the usual programme of Saturday morning Nature Walks 

had to be curtailed. The following notes were prepared by Juliet Bullimore. 

Natural History on Westleton Common 
 
Nature Walks took place on the Common from May onwards after restrictions, imposed as a result 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, were lifted. 
Meantime, many observations were made during the preceding months, as can be seen by photos 
taken during this period. 
 
Observations January - April 2021 
 
JANUARY 
Due to the wet weather during the winter mosses, algae and fungi put on a good show: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Ear Fungus on Elder 
Birch Polyfore on Silver Birch 

from above ééé. 
ééé.. and below 

Bright green moss on the North Common Nostoc - a cyanobacterium not an alga, with 
moss on the concrete square 



FEBRUARY 
 
Early in this month the snow arrived: 
 
                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Sledging on the snowy sand slope 

A Silver birch tree looking as if it was 
wearing a tutu! 

Gorse in bloom weighed down by 
snow 



MARCH 

Badger setts below the Noddle                                                                                                            

 
The pond on the North Common was still full, daffodils flourished amongst the trees éé  

éé..and there was more to see; 
 

 
 
  

Turkey Tail fungus on gorse Polytrichum moss with male flowers 



APRIL 
 
The weather was mainly dry this month which exacerbated the effect that the February snow had 
on the gorse on the Common, however the Blackthorn gave a good show : 
                      
 
 

                          Blackthorn in bloom on the southwest side of the Common 

 
 
NATURE WALKS and Observations      May - November 2021  
 
In early May, as a result of the severe weather in February and a dry April, most of the gorse on 
the Common looked dead and brown.  It did recover as the year progressed, but missed its main 
flowering period. 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In contrast, towards the end of May, there were plenty of bright red Sheepôs Sorrel flowers in 
evidence, and in one place mixed with Changing Forget-me-nots (so called because the flowers 
open with a yellow colour which changes to blue as it matures). 
 

  



NATURE WALK   MAY 22nd  
 
In spite of a cold wind and a temperature of 11ºC a stalwart group of about a dozen people joined 
the first walk of 2021; and commented on the sad state of the gorse. 

David showing us a what was believed to be a female Stag Beetle: But Neil Mahler comments that 
ñStag beetles have been recorded before at Westleton - but very rarely I understand. (Very rare 
North of the R. Deben)ò. 

                        Male Minotaur Beetle (confirmed by Neil Mahler) 
 
 
24 wildflower species were noted during the walk. 
(See Appendix) 
 



Early June observations  
Two tiny plants were seen near the concrete square on 4th June: 
                       

 
 
  

Red Sand-Spurrey (Spergularia rubra) Bird's-foot (Ornithopus perpusillus) 



On the 7th June a surprising number of the elusive Bee Orchids were observed - they had been 
almost absent from the Common for the previous couple of years. 
    

                                          Their full beauty can be seen close up: 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

NATURE WALK June 26th 

 
Fine weather for this walk, which enabled us to see some Silver Studded Blue butterflies clearly 

visible in the browned gorse, making the most of the 
sunshine: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 We also saw a Lackey moth caterpillar                         and a Swollen Thighed Flower beetle                     
      on a Bramble leaf                                                           on a Cinquefoil flower 
 

 
 
 



 
 
The Bee Orchids were still in flower but fading slightly in the hot weather. 
 
 

34 wildflower species were noted (see Appendix). 
 
 
JULY 
 
Moth Group 7th July 
Clive Ireland set up traps several times during the year, the names and numbers of 
species identified can be found in the Appendix. (See Cliveôs report below and the 
appendix).  
  



Observations during July 
Silver Studded Blue butterflies  seen roosting in the 
evening of July 4th: 
 
       
      and a Cinnabar moth caterpillar  on Ragwort 

            on July 29th: 
 

 
 
 
 
Bell Heather came into flower a little later than usual in 2021, but looked beautiful in the evening 
sun in this photo taken towards the end of July: 
 

 
 
  


